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	Lawmakers are heading into the home stretch of the Iowa Legislature's 2017 session. The 100th day of the legislative session is FAST approaching leaders are hopeful that legislators can still complete their work on time. The 100th day is also 
when daily expense payments will run out for House and Senate members.
	With the second so-called "funnel," behind them, the biggest hurdle remaining in the session's final weeks is the passage of a state budget. This week brought continued action on bills that survived the second funnel and on Wednesday, the House and Senate released joint targets for the FY18 budget that begins on July 1.  House and Senate leadership released Joint Budget Targets for Fiscal Year 2018 this last Wednesday. The agreed upon budget plan spends $7.245 billion. The targets recommended funding $38 million below the figure Governor Branstad recommended for the FY18 state budget.  This budget would also be $14 million lower than the current FY17 budget. 
	With the overall and individual budget targets set, the appropriations subcommittees will begin work this next week developing each of the individual appropriation bills that will wrap up the 2017 session.  At this point we do not have information on how the money will be allocated within each area (target).
		While most areas of government will see reductions, the new budget plan includes fully funding the additional $40 million passed earlier this session for K-12 schools and an initial payment of $20 million to repay the Cash Reserve Account in FY18.  Leadership has committed to pass a plan that fully repays the Cash Reserve before the end of this General Assembly.  Legislators also sent a bill to the Governor’s desk that will require legislators and legislative staff to contribute more towards their health insurance premiums. 
            There was also activity this week with the mental health redesign and disability services levy in both chambers.  On Wednesday, a Senate Ways and Means subcommittee passed SSB 1187, a bill that removes the 1996 county mental health levy caps, establishes new regional caps and levy equity within regions, allows for inflationary growth, requires the spending down of cash reserves, and allows counties to recertify their 2018 budgets if this legislation is passed. While this bill removes the 1996 individual county caps, the new regional caps that are set maintain the overall total capacity of the region to levy what they are levying now (which is $114 million statewide) doesn’t address what is projected to be $132 million in spending. The other major issue with the bill is that it requires the counties to spend down to a 25% carry forward cash balance in year one which would cause a huge fluctuation in property tax asking in year two to meet the financial needs of the region. Another major problem with setting a 25% carry forward limit is that it doesn’t allow enough funding for the development of new mental health services, many of which are being required by the Iowa Department of Human Services. To address this, an amendment was presented to increase the overall statewide cap to $132 million and increase the time that cash reserves were to be spent down to a period of four years. On Thursday, the full Senate Ways and Means Committee passed SSB 1187 with an amendment addressing the cash reserves and changing the spend down period to three years.
      On that same day, the House Ways and Means subcommittee passed HSB 194, a similar bill to SSB 1187, with the major differences being in how the reserves are spent down and the percentage of cash reserves allowed between large and small regions. Under this bill, the counties would be allowed to levy half of what they need in spending in year one with the rest coming from reserves and it sets new limits of a 20% cash carry forward for regions with a population of 100,000 and above and 25% for regions below 100,000. While the bill addresses removing the 1996 county caps, provide levy equity, and provide for future inflationary growth, they still present significant challenges to regions by maintaining an overall statewide cap that doesn’t meet the financial needs of all regions and doesn’t allow for the development of new services that are being pushed on the regions by the state. 
     Finally, three other issues to watch the last two weeks of session are:
BUDGET AMENDMENT: The Senate has approved a proposed amendment to the Iowa Constitution that would permanently place a lid on state spending. Senate Joint Resolution 9 says the budget limitation would either be the lesser of 99 percent of the adjusted revenue estimate of the state's general fund for the following fiscal year or 104 percent of the net revenue estimate for the general fund for the current fiscal year.  The measure is pending in the House and ultimately would need approval by Iowa voters.

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: The House has approved House Joint Resolution 12, which calls for a national convention of states to propose amendments to the U.S. Constitution aimed at imposing fiscal restraints and limiting federal government jurisdiction. A similar measure is pending in the Senate.

TAX REFORM/TAX CREDITS: Dix says a state tax reform plan is being drafted and likely will be unveiled soon by Senate Republicans. Meanwhile, the House has begun discussions on House File 187, which would cap state spending on tax credits.  According to the Department of Revenue, the total value of state tax credits has grown dramatically from about $153 million in 2005 to an expected $427 million in 2018. The Iowa Taxpayers Association says the state's tax credits are intended to offset Iowa's high rate for corporate income taxes and suggests any discussion about removing them should be coupled with lowering the overall tax rate.
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	All the files listed below are STILL ALIVE with the most current positions. YOU HAVE one NEW BILL THIS WEEK, HF 571.    The bills are “hotlinked” if you would like to view the entire bill or of course all bills may be accessed on the legislative website at www.legis.iowa.gov.  If you have questions, please contact us.  CONSIDERING THIS COULD BE THE LAST WEEK OF SESSION, WE STILL HAVE A NUMBER OF ISSUES ON THE TABLE.  Thanks, and have a good week.  Please contact us if you have questions.

SJR 9  CONSTITUTIONAL EXPENDITURE LIMITATION - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C SJR 1)
A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa relating to the state budget by creating a state general fund expenditure limitation.
03/08/2017

SF 498  FEDERAL BLOCK GRANTS - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act appropriating federal funds made available from federal block grants and other nonstate sources, allocating portions of federal block grants, providing procedures if federal funds are more or less than anticipated or if federal block grants are more or less than anticipated, and including effective date and retroactive applicability provisions. (Formerly SSB 1181.)
03/31/2017

SF 491   VOLUNTEER FF TAX CREDITS - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to the individual income tax credits for volunteer fire fighters, volunteer emergency medical services personnel members, and reserve peace officers by increasing the amounts of the credits and requesting an interim study related to the credits, and including effective date and retroactive applicability provisions.
03/13/2017

SF 500   E-911 SYSTEMS FUNDING CHANGES - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to 911 emergency telephone and internet communication systems and making appropriations. (Formerly SSB 1082 AND SF 242)
03/06/2017

SF 490   FIRE/EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRANING FUND -UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to the funding of fire and emergency response services training in the state by creating a fire and emergency response services training grant fund, providing for certain transfers to the fund, and repealing and creating certain other funds.
03/13/2017

SF 489   FIREWORKS SALES - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 236,SF 62)
A bill for an act relating to the possession, sale, transfer, purchase, and use of fireworks, providing penalties, and including effective date provisions. (Formerly SSB 1051 and SF 236.)
03/09/2017

SF 485   PENSION EXEMPTION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act increasing the amount of retirement income of certain taxpayers that is exempt from the individual income tax and including retroactive applicability provisions.
03/07/2017

SF 481   IMMIGRATION LAWS - UNDECIDED
A bill for an act relating to the enforcement of immigration laws and providing penalties and remedies, including the denial of state funds to certain entities. (Formerly SSB 1172.)
03/07/2017

SF 473   DOT RULES - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 463)
A bill for an act relating to the enforcement of motor vehicle laws and the regulation of commercial motor vehicles and certain operators by the department of transportation, and including effective date provisions. (Formerly SSB 1036.)
03/07/2017

SF 470 - CANNABIDIOL SCHEDULE  - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 520,SF 282)
A bill for an act relating to the medical use of cannabidiol including the scheduling of a cannabidiol investigational product approved as a prescription drug medication under federal law and including effective date provisions. (Formerly SF 282.)
03/07/2017

SF 467 - FELONY BENEFITS - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 171)
A bill for an act relating to restrictions on the receipt by certain felons of certain insurance proceeds and other benefits. (Formerly SF 171.)
03/06/2017

SF 446   ASSET FORFEITURE - OPPOSE
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to asset forfeiture by prohibiting civil asset forfeiture for property valued at less than a minimum amount, raising the standard of proof for asset forfeiture, prohibiting the transfer of certain seized property to the federal government for forfeiture, requiring a proportionality review for property to be forfeited, and requiring law enforcement agencies to retain certain records related to asset forfeiture and including applicability provisions. (Formerly SSB 1148.)
03/06/2017

SF 445   CONFIDENTIALITY OF OFFICER INFO - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 241)
A bill for an act relating to law enforcement officers including the establishment of a law enforcement officer privilege and the confidentiality of certain law enforcement officer personnel records. (Formerly SF 241.)
03/06/2017

SF 444   24/7 DRIVING OFFENSES - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 519)
A bill for an act relating to public safety on highways, including the use of electronic communication devices while driving where such use results in death and the establishment of a statewide sobriety and drug monitoring program, and providing penalties. (Formerly SSB 1101.)
03/06/2017

SF 434   SEALING OF JUVENILE RECORDS – SUPREME CT RULING:OPPOSE
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 292)
A bill for an act relating to the sealing of certain criminal offenders’ juvenile delinquency records. (Formerly SF 292.)
03/03/2017

SF 422    ABUSE/GPS STALKING -  SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 263,SF 308)
A bill for an act relating to the criminal offenses of domestic abuse, harassment, stalking, and unauthorized placement of a global positioning device, and providing penalties. (Formerly SF 308.)
03/02/2017

SF 415     OD CASES AND IMMUNITY -  UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act providing immunity from certain criminal offenses and prohibiting certain disciplinary sanctions for persons who report, seek, or require emergency assistance for alcohol overdoses or protection from certain crimes, and modifying penalties. (Formerly SSB 1088.)
03/02/2017

SF 401   SEX ABUSE PROTECTIVE ORDERS -  SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 375,SF 22)
A bill for an act relating to civil protective orders in domestic abuse and sexual abuse cases, and making penalties and remedies applicable. (Formerly SF 22.)
03/01/2017

SF 358    ELECTRONIC SEARCH WARRANT - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 582)
A bill for an act relating to search warrants, by allowing an application for and the issuance of a search warrant by electronic means, and allowing for the written inventory of any property seized to be filed with the clerk of the district court, and including effective date provisions. (Formerly SSB 1091.)
02/27/2017

SF 351    EMERGENCY COMMISSION - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act providing for the elimination of the Iowa emergency response commission. (Formerly SSB 1081.)
02/23/2017

SF 332    CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES/PRECURSORS - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act making changes to the controlled substance schedules, and providing penalties, and including effective date provisions. (Formerly SSB 1085.)
02/23/2017

SF 260    INJURY TO TRESPASSERS - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 251)
A bill for an act relating to the liability of possessors and occupants of land for injury to trespassers and including applicability provisions. (Formerly SSB 1011.)
02/15/2017

SF 234    TEXTING AS A PRIMARY OFFENSE - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 60,SF 21)
A bill for an act relating to the use of electronic communication devices to write, send, or read text messages while driving as a primary offense. (Formerly SSB 1002.)
02/13/2017

SF 220   TRAFFIC CAMERA BAN - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 40,SF 3,SF 56)
A bill for an act prohibiting the use of automated or remote systems for traffic law enforcement, requiring removal of existing systems, and including effective date provisions. (Formerly SF 3.)
02/08/2017

SF 213     COLLECTIVE BARGAINING - SIGNED INTO LAW
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 291)
A bill for an act relating to employment matters involving public employees including collective bargaining, educator employment matters, personnel records and settlement agreements, city civil service requirements, and health insurance matters, making penalties applicable, and including effective date, applicability, and transition provisions.
02/07/2017

SF 195    RETIREMENT SYSTEM APPROPRIATION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act providing for appropriations to the statewide fire and police retirement system and including effective date provisions.
02/02/2017

SF 34    RETIREMENT INCOME EXCLUSION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 36)
A bill for an act providing an exemption from the computation of the individual income tax of certain amounts of retirement income and including retroactive applicability provisions.
01/10/2017

HJR 1  SEIZURE OF ELECTRONIC INFORMATION
(87 GA)
A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa relating to searches and seizures of electronic communications and data. (deems that a person’s electronic communications are secure against unreasonable searches and that searches must be based on a warrant issued for probable cause).

HJR 12   CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS FOR FISCAL RESTRAINTS
(87 GA)
(S/C HJR 11,SJR 8)
A joint resolution calling for an Article V convention in order to propose amendments to the Constitution of the United States that impose fiscal restraints, and limit the power and jurisdiction of the federal government, and requesting Congress to similarly propose such amendments. (Formerly HJR 11.)
03/08/2017

HF 624    FEDERAL BLOCK GRANTS - UNDECIDED
(S/C SF 498)
A bill for an act appropriating federal funds made available from federal block grants and other nonstate sources, allocating portions of federal block grants, providing procedures if federal funds are more or less than anticipated or if federal block grants are more or less than anticipated, and including effective date and retroactive applicability provisions.

HF 615  WIRE CRIME FUND AND FEES
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 494)
A bill for an act relating to financial crime enforcement by assessing a drug paraphernalia surcharge, creating a money transfer service fee and related fund and income tax credit, and including retroactive applicability provisions. (Formerly HF 494; HSB 150.)
03/27/2017

HF 613   FANTASY SPORTS BETTING - UNDECIDED
A bill for an act relating to fantasy sports contests, providing for a tax and a fee, making penalties applicable, and including implementation provisions. (Formerly HSB 52.)
03/27/2017

HF 604   MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE VERIFICATION PROGRAM 
(87 GA)
A bill for an act establishing a motor vehicle insurance verification program, establishing fees, and including penalty and effective date provisions.
02/27/2017

HF 601    CYBERSECURITY
(87 GA)
A bill for an act providing for the confidentiality of certain cyber security and critical infrastructure information developed and maintained by a government body. (Formerly HSB 185.)

HF 590    ELECTRONIC DEVICES WHILE DRIVING  - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 407)
A bill for an act relating to the use of electronic communication devices while driving, and making penalties applicable. (Formerly HSB 139.)
03/09/2017

HF 582   ELECTRONIC SEARCH WARRANTS - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 358)
A bill for an act relating to search warrants, by allowing an application for and the issuance of a search warrant by electronic means, and allowing for the written inventory of any property seized to be filed with the clerk of the district court. (Formerly HF 13.)
03/09/2017

HF 581   SEARCH WARRANT CONFIDENTIALITY - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 323)
A bill for an act relating to the confidentiality of search warrant information in a criminal case resulting in an acquittal or a dismissal. (Formerly HF 323.)
03/09/2017

HF 580   PEACE OFFICER INFORMATION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to peace officer personal information under the control of local officials and including effective date provisions. (Formerly HSB 32.)
03/09/2017

HF 579   COCAINE PENALTIES - OPPOSE
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 377)
A bill for an act relating to criminal sentencing by modifying criminal penalties for cocaine base and attempted murder, making inapplicable certain provisions relating to mandatory sentences, mandatory minimum sentences, limitations on parole and work release, and limitations on earned time, and modifying the reconsideration of certain felons’ sentences. (Formerly HF 377.)
03/09/2017

HF 571
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 213)
A bill for an act relating to the confidentiality of information contained in audio and video call recordings. (Formerly HF 213.)
03/08/201


HF 551   CAR INSURANCE DATABASE - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act establishing a motor vehicle insurance verification program, establishing fees, and including penalty and effective date provisions. (Formerly HSB 75.)
03/07/2017

HF 543   DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 276,SF 242)
A bill for an act relating to child in need of assistance and child abuse cases involving certain drugs and other substances. (Formerly HF 276.)
03/07/2017

HF 532  PRESCRIPTION MONITORING -  SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 322)
A bill for an act relating to prescribing practitioner registration with the drug prescribing and dispensing information program. (Formerly HF 322.)
03/06/2017

HF 526   CRIMINAL INVASION OF PRIVACY - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 148)
A bill for an act relating to the criminal offense of invasion of privacy, providing penalties, and making penalties applicable. (Formerly HF 148.)
03/06/2017

HF 524   PRESCRIPTION CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES- SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to controlled substances, including reporting under the drug prescribing and dispensing information program and making penalties applicable. (Formerly HSB 89.)
03/06/2017

HF 523   DRUG PRESCRIBING INFORMATION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 332)
A bill for an act providing medical examiners access to information in the drug prescribing and dispensing information program. (Formerly HF 332.)
03/06/2017

HF 520   CANNABIDIOL SCHEDULE - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 282,SF 470)
A bill for an act relating to the medical use of cannabidiol including the scheduling of a cannabidiol investigational product approved as a prescription drug medication under federal law and including effective date provisions. (Formerly HSB 164.)
03/03/2017

HF 519   24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM  - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 444)
A bill for an act relating to public safety on highways, including the use of electronic communication devices while driving where such use results in death and the establishment of a statewide sobriety and drug monitoring program, and providing penalties. (Formerly HSB 109.)
03/03/2017

HF 518   WORKERS COMP   - OPPOSE
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 435)
A bill for an act relating to workers’ compensation and including effective date and applicability provisions. (Formerly HSB 169.)
03/03/2017

HF 517   GUN BILL - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to offensive and dangerous weapons, and the justifiable use of reasonable and deadly force, including carrying, possessing, transferring, and acquiring weapons, the purchase and regulation of such weapons, providing penalties, and including effective date and applicability provisions. (Formerly HSB 133.)
03/02/2017

HF 513   SAFE BICYCLE OPERATION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 265,SF 450)
A bill for an act relating to the safe operation of bicycles, and making penalties applicable. (Formerly HSB 130.)
03/02/2017

HF 467   STATE COMMUNICATION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act including law enforcement communications systems within the scope of state communications included in the Iowa communications network. (Formerly HSB 83.)
02/28/2017

HF 463   DOT RULES - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 473)
A bill for an act relating to the enforcement of motor vehicle laws and the regulation of commercial motor vehicles and certain operators by the department of transportation, and including effective date provisions. (Formerly HSB 69.)
02/28/2017

HF 461   GUN SAFE EXEMPTIONS - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act providing for an individual income tax credit for the purchase of a gun safe under certain conditions and including effective date and retroactive and other applicability provisions. (Formerly HSB 136.)
02/28/2017

HF 396   FOSTER CARE DEFINITION - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to the definition of child foster care for purposes of child care provided by a relative of a child. (Formerly HSB 81.)
02/21/2017

HF 375   SEX ABUSE PROTECTIVE ORDERS - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 22,SF 401)
A bill for an act concerning civil protective orders in sexual abuse cases, and making penalties and remedies applicable.
02/20/2017

HF 372   RED LIGHT TURNS - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 251)
A bill for an act relating to turns against red lights made by vehicular traffic. (Formerly HSB 71.) Effective 7-1-17.
03/14/2017

HF 296   CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to controlled substances, including by temporarily designating substances as controlled substances, modifying the penalties for imitation controlled substances and certain controlled substances, modifying the controlled substances listed in schedules I, III, and IV, and providing penalties. (Formerly HSB 61.)
02/14/2017

HF 291   COLLECTIVE BARGAINING - OPPOSE - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 213)
A bill for an act relating to employment matters involving public employees including collective bargaining, educator employment matters, personnel records and settlement agreements, city civil service requirements, and health insurance matters, making penalties applicable, and including effective date, applicability, and transition provisions. (Formerly HSB 84.)  Effective 2-17-17.
02/16/2017

HF 265   ENFORCEMENT IMMIGRATION - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act prohibiting the state, counties, cities, and certain postsecondary educational institutions from limiting or restricting enforcement of federal immigration laws. (Formerly HSB 67.)
02/09/2017

HF 263   DOMESTIC ABUSE/STALKING - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 308,SF 422)
A bill for an act relating to the criminal offenses of domestic abuse, harassment, stalking, and unauthorized placement of a global positioning device, and providing penalties.
02/09/2017

HF 251   INJURY TO TRESPASSERS - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 260)
A bill for an act relating to the liability of possessors and occupants of land for injury to trespassers and including applicability provisions. (Formerly HSB 35.)
02/07/2017

HF 214   SEX OFFENDERS - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to sex offender registration requirements, sexually violent predators, and the commission of the offense of child endangerment by a sex offender, and providing penalties. (Formerly HSB 15.)
02/06/2017

HF 204   GPS STALKING - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C HF 2)
A bill for an act relating to the unauthorized placement of a global positioning device and providing a penalty. (Formerly HF 2.)
02/02/2017

HF 160   NO CONTACT ORDERS -  SUPPORT
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to entering or modifying and extending a no-contact order associated with a criminal offense classified as a simple misdemeanor.
01/31/2017

HF 146   ENTRY AND DETAINER NOTICE - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to notice requirements for actions for forcible entry and detainer.
03/20/2017

HF 69    TRESPASS PENALTIES - UNDECIDED 
(87 GA)
A bill for an act modifying penalties for trespassing.
03/07/2017

HF 20   EXPLOITATION BY SCHOOL EMPLOYEES - SUPPORT
(87 GA)
(S/C SF 238,SF 83)
A bill for an act relating to the criminal offense of sexual exploitation by a school employee, and making penalties applicable.

HSB 187  LIMITING TAX EXPENDITURES - UNDECIDED
(87 GA)
A bill for an act relating to state revenue and finance by limiting the total amount of certain tax expenditures that may be claimed in a fiscal year, providing for transfers to the taxpayers trust fund, and eliminating the refundability of Iowa tax credits, and including effective date and applicability provisions.
03/13/2017
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