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The second week of the session was abbreviated by the Martin Luther King holiday and a statewide snow storm. The Legislature convened at 10 AM Tuesday, and both chambers adjourned quickly. Many legislators were still trying to return to the Capitol on Tuesday afternoon.

Neither chamber did any floor work this week but Wednesday morning started concentrating on committee and subcommittee work. The subcommittee is the first step in the legislative process and gives interested parties an opportunity to support, oppose or suggest changes to the proposed legislation.The seven budget subcommittees held primarily organizational meetings.
  
During this time of session each year, subcommittees and committees are meeting on bills with an eye on upcoming deadlines. Legislators are already facing the first committee funnel is about a month away (MARCH 8) which is the final date for Senate bills to be reported out of Senate committees and House bills out of House committees.  Bills that don't meet this deadline will be dead for the session unless they are budget or tax bills, with a few exceptions.

There was committee action of interest to our association.  The good news first – in the House State Government Chairman Bobby Kaufmann made a formal announcement that Iowa House Republicans will not be proposing any changes to IPERS during the 2019 and 2020 sessions.  That is a good sign that all pension issues will be off the table this year.

In House Judiciary Subcommittee, the following bill was considered:
HF 5 SEARCH WARRANT INFORMATION: Jones (C) – the bill seals the information used to secure a search warrant in cases that result in an acquittal or the dismissal of all criminal charges.  It also allows the records to be circulated only to peace officers, magistrates and court employees, and only in the course of their official duty. The bill was voted out to the floor.

The first Committee action in the Senate occurred on Wednesday in the Senate Judiciary Committee where the following bills of interest were passed out to the floor:
SF 7 CARRYING ON SCHOOL GROUNDS: Kinney (C) – this bill, also approved last Year, allows a peace officer or reserve peace officer, whether certified or not, and federal peace officers whose duties include carrying a gun, to carry a gunon school groups whether the officer is in performance of official duties or not.
SSB 1002 OWI HABITUAL OFFENDERS: Nunn (C) – this bill allows offenders con-victed of subsequent OWI offenses after a conviction for a 3rd offense to be 
sentenced as habitual offenders.
SSB 1011 EXCESSIVE SPEED DEATHS: Schultz (C) – this bill makes it a class C
C felony if a person unintentionally causes a death while exceeding the speed
limit by 25 mph or more.
SSB 1017 GUNS & SCHOOL TRANSPORTS: Schultz (C) – allows a person with a
	non-professional weapons permit to go armed on school grounds for the purpose
	of delivering a person or item to the school but requires the armed person to
	remain in the parking area.

	That same Committee held the following subcommittees:
SF 52 PUBLIC DEFENDER RECORDS: Whiting (C) 
SSB 1005 POST CONVICTION RELIEF: Dawson (C) 

One interesting debate is getting attention early in the session.  Felons in Iowa would be allowed to register to vote after completing their prison sentences, probation and parole under a proposed constitutional amendment Gov. Kim Reynolds released Tuesday.  The Governor proposed restoring felon voting rights in her Condition of the State address last week. Iowa is one of two states that permanently bars felons from voting unless they successfully petition the governor or president to restore their rights.  Remember that amendments to the Iowa Constitution must be passed by a majority of both chambers of the Iowa Legislature in separate, two-year General Assembly calendars, and then approved by Iowans in a statewide vote. That means the earliest the measure could appear on a ballot is 2022.
 
The text of the amendment would change Article II, Section 5, of the Iowa Constitution to read: “Sec. 5. Disqualified persons. A person adjudged mentally incompetent to vote or a person convicted of any felony who has not discharged his or her sentence shall not be entitled to the privilege of an elector.”  That would make felons eligible to vote once they have completed their sentences, which is defined by the Iowa Legislature and currently includes probation and/or parole.

Some legislators are arguing it is necessary to look at other factors (not just discharging the sentence), like victim restitution, payment of court fees and a possible time delay before a felon is eligible to have their voting rights restored.  “Just doing your time and getting out of jail does not mean that you’ve actually made yourself whole and that you’ve moved past that incident,” said Sen. Dan Dawson, a Council Bluffs Republican who sits on the Senate Judiciary Committee.  Reynolds noted that payment of restitution — payments that offenders are ordered to pay to victims — is not a part of the current process by which felons can apply to the governor’s office to have their rights restored. 

The Governor stressed she will not sign an executive order immediately restoring voting rights for felons, like former Democratic Gov. Tom Vilsack did in 2005. That order was reversed by Reynolds’ predecessor, Republican Gov. Terry Branstad, in 2011. That inconsistency is what Reynolds has said she wants to avoid. “Depending on who the governor is, we could switch back and forth” she said.

And finally, after snooping around all week we have concluded, based on what we heard, that there is no way the Training Academy will move to Newton.  There is little sentiment in the House and Senate or the Governor’s office to make that happen.

Legislators finished the work week early on Thursday before heading back to their districts. Neither chamber met on Friday. 	

During this session we will be sending weekly email newsletters that focus on legislative issues and topics of importance to the our board and members.  We want to keep our members informed and involved during the legislative session because having you active at the local level is IMPERATIVE for us to be successful at the capitol.  

	Just a reminder to find out who your two Legislators are (Senator and Representative.  Simply go to: “FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR” at https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find.  Enter your address on the right side of the page and you will get both your State Representative and your State Senator.  Click the two names and you will be taken to a site where you can find out all kinds of information about each person (district, home address, home phone, committees, etc).  
	
	YOU CAN ALSO SIGN UP FOR THEIR WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.  They are a wonderful source of information on what your legislators are thinking, what is important to them, and when they are conducting forums. Most legislators conduct forums back in their home districts on Fridays and on the weekends to seek constituent feedback on a variety of topics.  We strongly encourage attendance at forums.  It is a very effective way to let legislators know we work in their districts and to advance and address issues that are important to us.  A link to these forums can be found here:
that are vital to counties. A link to these forums can be found here 
http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/forums/
http://www.senate.iowa.gov/democrats/events/
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/

	This it should enable you to have all of the information and talking points that our members need to visit with their legislators either during their forums or speaking to them individually about the important issues that affect us – both positively and negatively.  We will also include an exel file lists of pertinent bills before the legislature.   THE BILLS ARE HOTLINKED SO YOU CAN SEE THE TOTAL BILL.  We have initially registered as MONITOR on all bills so we can attend subcommittees.
YOUR BOARD LEADERSHIP AND/OF LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE CAN INSTRUCT US EACH WEEK TO CHANGE MONITOR TO OPPOSE OR SUPPORT at any time.

	Thanks, and we appreciate your feedback – please contact us if you have questions.  

	SF 104
	A bill for an act relating to the compassionate use of medical cannabis Act, reclassifying marijuana, including tetrahydrocannabinols, from a schedule I controlled substance to a schedule II controlled substance, providing for civil and criminal penalties and fees, and including effective date provisions.

	SJR 8
	A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa relating to the rights of a crime victim.

	HF 131
	A bill for an act relating to the carrying, transportation, or possession of a pistol or revolver in the capitol building and on the grounds surrounding the capitol building including state parking lots and parking garages.

	HF 127
	A bill for an act relating to the sale or transfer of firearms, providing penalties, and including applicability provisions.

	HF 126
	A bill for an act prohibiting the manufacture, possession, shipment, transportation, or receipt of a multi-burst trigger activator, and providing penalties.

	HF 125
	A bill for an act prohibiting the sale or transfer of semiautomatic assault weapons, providing penalties, and including effective date and applicability provisions.

	HF 124
	A bill for an act prohibiting the sale or transfer of large capacity ammunition feeding devices, providing penalties, and including effective date and applicability provisions.

	HF 123
	A bill for an act relating to firearm violence protective orders and making penalties applicable.

	HF 122
	A bill for an act relating to law enforcement profiling by standardizing collection and centralizing the compilation and reporting of officer stop and compliance data, providing for officer training, creating a community policing advisory board, providing for penalties and remedies, and including effective date provisions.

	HF 118
	A bill for an act relating to carrying and possessing weapons and acquiring pistols and revolvers, providing penalties, and including applicability provisions.

	HF 116
	A bill for an act relating to a lost or stolen firearm, and providing penalties.

	HF 115
	A bill for an act relating to the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation of a permit to carry weapons.

	HF 107
	A bill for an act relating to maintaining dangerous weapons at a child care facility or when transporting a child receiving care from a child care facility, and providing penalties.

	HF 105
	A bill for an act concerning maintaining dangerous weapons at a child care facility or when transporting a child receiving care from a child care facility, and providing penalties.

	HF 93
	A bill for an act relating to the possession, manufacture, or delivery of marijuana and the possession of drug paraphernalia, and providing penalties.

	HF 92
	A bill for an act relating to the sale or transfer of firearms, providing penalties, and including applicability provisions.

	HF 90
	A bill for an act requiring certain weekly workers’ compensation benefits to be calculated by including an employee’s overtime and premium pay, and to include an annual cost-of-living adjustment.

	HF 89
	A bill for an act relating to wage discrimination under the Iowa civil rights Act of 1965 and in state contracting, making penalties applicable, and establishing an equal pay task force.

	HF 85
	A bill for an act restoring the right to register to vote and to vote and hold elective office for certain persons and including effective date provisions.

	HF 83
	A bill for an act relating to the sale or transfer of firearms, providing penalties, and including applicability provisions.

	HF 80
	A bill for an act defining infamous crime as election misconduct in the first degree that is vote fraud for the purposes of disqualifying a person from registering to vote and voting and from being a candidate for certain elective offices and limiting such disqualifications to the term of the sentence.

	HF 79
	A bill for an act modifying sex offender registry requirements by requiring sex offenders whose registration requirements have expired to reregister, and providing penalties.

	HCR 6
	A concurrent resolution opposing barriers to conducting research on the use of cannabis to treat medical conditions and illnesses.

	SF 92
	A bill for an act extending the limitations of certain criminal actions committed on or with minors, and providing penalties.

	SF 88
	A bill for an act relating to motor vehicles, including special registration plates and the minimum standard of transparency for window tint, providing fees, providing penalties, and making penalties applicable.

	HSB 38
	A bill for an act relating to electric standup scooters, and providing penalties.

	HSB 37
	A bill for an act relating to department of transportation employees designated as peace officers, and including effective date provisions.

	HSB 36
	A bill for an act regulating the use of automated traffic law enforcement systems, providing penalties, and including applicability provisions.

	SF 87
	A bill for an act relating to the expungement of records of certain misdemeanor offenses, and including applicability provisions.

	HF 74
	A bill for an act relating to the operation of motor vehicles in the left-most lane of certain roadways, and making penalties applicable.

	HF 69
	A bill for an act relating to insurance coverage for public and private schools that authorize persons to go armed with, carry, or transport firearms on school grounds.

	HF 68
	A bill for an act modifying the elements defining hate crimes, and providing penalties.

	HF 66
	A bill for an act requiring the reporting of the loss or theft of a firearm to a local law enforcement agency and providing penalties and remedies.

	HF 65
	A bill for an act prohibiting the sale, transfer, or possession of large capacity ammunition feeding devices, providing penalties, and including effective date and applicability provisions.

	HF 63
	A bill for an act creating the criminal offense of female genital mutilation and providing penalties.

	HF 62
	A bill for an act creating a capital murder offense by establishing the penalty of death for murder in the first degree, and including effective date and applicability provisions.

	SF 76
	A bill for an act relating to the use of an electronic communication device while driving, and providing penalties.

	SSB 1035
	A bill for an act modifying provisions relating to the regulation and sale of certain fireworks, making penalties applicable, and including effective date provisions.

	HSB 30
	A bill for an act relating to the definition of vulnerable elder.

	HSB 29
	A bill for an act allowing certain operating-while-intoxicated offenders to be sentenced as habitual offenders, and making penalties applicable.

	HSB 27
	A bill for an act relating to restrictions on bailable defendants charged with homicide by motor vehicle.

	HSB 26
	A bill for an act modifying the periods of time to bring criminal actions for sexual offenses against a minor, providing penalties, and including effective date provisions.

	HSB 24
	A bill for an act establishing the criminal offense of assault by threat of a targeted attack, and providing penalties.

	HSB 23
	A bill for an act relating to the criminal offense of lascivious conduct with a minor, and providing penalties.

	HSB 21
	A bill for an act relating to the exploitation of a dependent adult by a caretaker.

	HSB 19
	A bill for an act relating to expert witness testimony in child sexual abuse and child endangerment cases.

	HF 57
	A bill for an act relating to lamps and clothing required for the operation of bicycles, providing penalties, and making penalties applicable.

	HF 52
	A bill for an act relating to the treatment of certain incidents of human trafficking as child abuse and to mandatory or permissive reporting of such incidents, and making penalties applicable.

	HF 51
	A bill for an act relating to the carrying, transportation, or possession of a firearm in a building that is a place of religious worship located on nonpublic school property.

	HF 48
	A bill for an act relating to motor vehicle operating record retention periods for arrests, convictions, and driver’s license revocations for operating-while-intoxicated offenses.

	HF 47
	A bill for an act relating to operating-while-intoxicated offenses causing death or serious injury, and providing penalties.

	HF 46
	A bill for an act relating to the impoundment and immobilization of motor vehicles involved in operating-while-intoxicated offenses, and providing penalties.

	HF 45
	A bill for an act relating to an assault that occurs between persons in an intimate relationship and the crime of domestic abuse assault and making penalties applicable.

	HSB 14
	A bill for an act modifying certain provisions relating to personal information security breach protection.

	HSB 11
	A bill for an act relating to the civil commitment of sexually violent predators.

	SF 70
	A bill for an act relating to school building emergency operations plans by authorizing investigations of unplanned fire alarm activations prior to initiation of regular evacuation and safety procedures.

	SF 68
	A bill for an act relating to immunity from civil liability for disaster response by volunteers who enter upon or in private property without express consent of the owner, lessee, or person in lawful possession.

	HJR 1
	A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa relating to the restoration of voting rights to felons.

	HF 35
	A bill for an act relating to the criminal offense of possession of drug paraphernalia and sentencing enhancements under Iowa’s controlled substances Act.

	HF 34
	A bill for an act relating to the possession, delivery, or possession with intent to deliver marijuana, and providing penalties.

	HF 32
	A bill for an act relating to the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation of a permit to carry weapons and a permit to acquire pistols or revolvers.

	HF 31
	A bill for an act prohibiting the manufacture, possession, shipment, transportation, or receipt of a multi-burst trigger activator, and providing penalties.

	HF 17
	A bill for an act prohibiting the carrying, transportation, or possession of firearms in the capitol building and on capitol grounds, and making penalties applicable.

	HF 14
	A bill for an act relating to entering or modifying and extending a no-contact order associated with a criminal offense classified as a simple misdemeanor and a no-contact order entered in conjunction with the expungement of a deferred judgment.

	HF 13
	A bill for an act relating to the expungement of simple misdemeanor offenses.

	HF 5
	A bill for an act relating to the confidentiality of search warrant information in a criminal case resulting in an acquittal or a dismissal.

	HF 3
	A bill for an act relating to child sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention and including effective date provisions.

	HF 1
	A bill for an act prohibiting the provision or use of false or misleading caller identification information to certain persons, and making penalties applicable.

	SF 66
	A bill for an act establishing the minimum age relative to various activities relating to vapor products, and making penalties applicable.

	SF 64
	A bill for an act relating to the creation of a green alert program for missing veterans-at-risk.

	SF 52
	A bill for an act relating to the assessment of fees when a public defender or designee requests copies of certain documents.

	SF 51
	A bill for an act relating to lighted lamps on bicycles and bicycle riders, making penalties applicable, and including effective date provisions.

	SF 45
	A bill for an act requiring search warrants for certain activities under the jurisdiction of the natural resource commission.

	SF 44
	A bill for an act relating to recording custodial interrogations in a criminal or juvenile case.

	SF 42
	A bill for an act allowing the display of one registration plate on the rear of certain older, reconstructed, and specially constructed motor vehicles.

	SSB 1025
	A bill for an act relating to department of transportation employees designated as peace officers, and including effective date provisions.

	SSB 1024
	A bill for an act relating to electric standup scooters, and providing penalties.

	SF 26
	A bill for an act increasing the speed limit on the interstate road system.

	SF 22
	A bill for an act relating to the exclusion of certain retirement income from the calculation of net income, and including retroactive applicability provisions.

	SF 13
	A bill for an act relating to carrying or possessing a dangerous weapon when entering real property if a written notice forbidding such entry has been conspicuously posted, and providing penalties.

	SF 12
	A bill for an act establishing an interim study committee to review and develop recommendations for the appointment of a special prosecutor for incidents involving the use of deadly force by a peace officer.

	SSB 1017
	A bill for an act relating to going armed with, carrying, or transporting a firearm when transporting a person to or from a school or delivering an item to the school.

	SSB 1012
	A bill for an act relating to the possession of marijuana, and providing penalties.

	SSB 1007
	A bill for an act allowing county attorneys and assistant county attorneys to obtain a professional permit to carry weapons.

	SSB 1004
	A bill for an act prohibiting the use of automated or remote systems for traffic law enforcement, requiring the removal of existing systems, and including effective date provisions.

	SSB 1002
	A bill for an act allowing certain operating-while-intoxicated offenders to be sentenced as habitual offenders, and making penalties applicable.

	SF 7
	A bill for an act relating to peace officers, reserve peace officers, and federal officers going armed with, carrying, or transporting a firearm on school grounds.

	SF 3
	[bookmark: _GoBack]A bill for an act prohibiting the mistreatment of certain animals other than livestock and wild animals, providing reporting requirements, providing for criminal offenses, and including penalties.




